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The characteristics and inspirations from Canadian National Science Foundations’
regulation regarding the protection of human participants

Zhang Ling
(China University of Political Science and Law, Beijing 100088)

Abstract Based on the Policy Statement ; Ethics Conduct for Research Involving Humans jointly enacted
by NSERC, CIHR and SSHRC, we studied the basic principles and specific regulations regarding the
protection of human participants in Canadian national science foundations. The mechanisms of protection
include respecting for participants’ autonomy, balance of the research risks and potential benefits, protec-
tion of participants’ privacy rights, and safeguard of the participants’ having access to fair opportunities and
equal treatment. We also propose some inspirations and references for improving the related regulations of
national science foundation in China from Canadian experiences.

Key words national science foundation; research ethic; human participant; Canada
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